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1. Elections and referendums 

  -  General elections 
 ( Three levels: national, regional & local)  

 
-  Re-elections 
-  Extraordinary elections 
 
-  The same rules apply for all types of elections 
 
-  Referendums – national and local 
 
 



2. Electoral system characteristics 

- Proportional representation (constituencies) 
 
- Vote for party with optional personal vote  

- Joint election day - 311 elections   
- Fixed election day 
 
- Automatic registration on electoral roll 
- Two countings 

- Public access to voting and counting   
 
- Public access to documents  
 
 



3. Thresholds 

For parties: 
- 4 percent for parliamentary elections  
- 3 percent for county council elections 
- From 2018: 2 or 3 percent for municipal elections 
 
For candidates: 
- Threshold also for candidates to be elected on personal 

votes (5 % of the votes cast/party/constituency) 



4. Suffrage and eligibility 

-  ”Universal” suffrage:  Age, nationality and residency 

-  Electoral roll 
 
-  Voting card 
 
-  Suffrage = eligibility! 
 



5. Voting channels 

Voting within Sweden: 
- Polling stations (only on E-Day) 
- Advance voting places (18 days before E-day) 
- By messenger 
 

 Voting abroad: 
- Swedish Embassies and consulates (24 days before E-

Day) 
- By mail (45 days before E-Day) 
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7. Political parties 

-  Seen as regular associations  
 

-  From 2018: registration necessary to participate 
 

-  Voluntary registration of party name 
 

-  Parties nominate candidates 
 

-  Free right of nomination within certain limits 
 

-  Ballot papers 



8. Results 
 
- All results constituency-based 
 
- All counting live on www.val.se 
 
- Preliminary results on E-night 
 
- Final results directly after final count  
(between 5-10 days after E-day depending on election type) 
 



9. Appeals and complaints 
 

- Election Review Board 
 
 
- The Penal Code 



10. Election authorities 

May not influence turnout! 



11. Changes in the electoral system 
 
2011 Parliamentary Committee on Electoral Law – new 

rules from 1 Jan 2015 to apply in 2018  
 

 - Amendments in the constitution (party definition, 
reformed mandate distribution system, ”proportional 
mathematics”) 

-  Fixed last date for parties to participate in elections 
-  Fixed last date for candidates to be eligible 
-  Party symbols allowed on ballot papers 
-  Stricter rules for handling advance votes 
-  Stricter rules for suitable voting places 
Etc.  



12. Questions 

 
 
? 


